The patient, a man aged 66, was first seen on April 28, 1937.1 He complained of severe cramp-like pains in the abdomen extending round the waist, lasting one to three minutes and without relation to meals. He had lost weight and appetite and was constipated. The stools were black. The symptoms had first appeared at the age of 38 when diarrhoea in bouts of three to four days occurred, and the trouble recommenced thirteen years ago after an interval of fifteen years, becoming worse three months before he first saw me. He had lost 22 lb. in weight and after exertion felt weak and tired and giddy. He had stopped smoking and alcohol.
On examination. He was admitted to Westminster Hospital because a tumour in the intestinal tract was suspected, but X-ray examination and sigmoidoscopy gave negative results. Fractiona 1 test meal showed complete achlorhydria.
Two blood transfusions were given and on June 24, 1937, laparotomy was performed by Mr. Stanford Cade under spinal anaesthesia (Mr. MacGill). The X-ray plates were reviewed before the operation and by the exclusion of all other possibilities a malignant tumour of the small intestine was diagnosed. At operation a large intussusception of the small gut was found which was easily reduced. In this part a large tumour was found within the lumen of the intestine and this was resected within a margin of healthy tissue. An end-to-end anastomosis was performed. 
